137B Winthrop St Apt 1, Framingham, MA
Monday, August 5, 2024
Congresswoman Clark,

Regarding your response to my concern regarding U.S. support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency: you are welcome. You can expect me to continue contacting you regarding official business, which evidently these days amounts to sanctioning and promoting the state violence continuing to be perpetrated in Palestine by oppressor and occupier Israel, who is well-funded and well-armed by you. This is nothing short of American Empire at work, and you represent the imperialists more than you represent me, or so it seems based on your communications with me.

The illegal occupying Israeli Defense Force is responsible for killing the thousands of Palestinian children you admit were killed, yet you omitted who did the killing. How were these children responsible for the October 7th attack you consistently overemphasize and exagerate - and you are consistently silent about Israel's illegal occupation and decades long oppression - in each one of your correspondences? Why do you omit the perpetrator of this obscene violence that you admit in a passive tone?

The airdrop and seaport were failures: it is well known in the independent press community. And it is offensive to hear that you applaud such ill-conceived reliefs.

I am asking you to resign because of your complicity with this crime against the Palestinian children and their nation. End American Empire immediately: withdraw all U.S. military forces from foreign nations, cease overspending on war development and spend more on social development.

Christopher Leonard
Private Citizen
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Dear Mr. Leonard,

Thank you for contacting me to express your concerns regarding U.S. support for the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). I appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts on this issue.

UNRWA’s mission is to assist Palestinian refugees through humanitarian and developmental means. The organization provides medical assistance, education, social services, and other aid to Palestinian refugees throughout the Middle East.

In January, Israel accused a dozen UNRWA employees of being involved in Hamas’ heinous October 7th attack. UNRWA took immediate action to remove those allegedly involved and the United Nations is conducting an ongoing investigation. Pending its outcome, Republicans in Congress appended a one-year funding prohibition to the government spending package passed in March of 2024, barring U.S. funding for UNRWA until at least March 2025.

It is critical that anyone involved in the October 7th attack is held accountable. At the same time, the gut-wrenching destruction in Gaza continues to demand a robust humanitarian response. Innocent civilians — including thousands of children — have been killed, injured, and displaced. The lack of medical care, food, water, electricity, and safe shelter is a crisis of profound magnitude.

I applaud the President’s recent decisions to airdrop aid into Gaza and build a seaport to deliver further relief. I will continue working with President Biden and my colleagues in Congress to establish an immediate ceasefire, bring home all remaining hostages, and secure a permanent end to hostilities.

I recognize that the road ahead will not be easy. It will require leaders who are committed to sidelining extremism, finding a way past deep divisions, and healing profound trauma. As we seek to build a just and lasting peace, the United States and our partners around the world must continue to insist that all parties in this conflict abide by international law, avoid civilian casualties, and allow the provision of humanitarian aid.

Please know that I will continue advocating for humanitarian aid for the people of Gaza and that I will keep your thoughts in mind should legislation regarding this issue be brought to the House floor for a vote.

Again, thank you for voicing your concerns, and please do not hesitate to contact me in the future if I may be of assistance. Also, you can stay up to date on my work for the 5th District by following me on Facebook , Twitter , and my official website .

Sincerely,

Katherine M. Clark
Member of Congress